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SEASON 2020 

With the VFL season on hold our footy club is caught in a fine 
juggling act, supporting the government request for isolation and 
wanting to be ready for when play resumes. You can read all about 
the current club situation on the website 
https://www.williamstownfc.com.au 

I know it’s a big ask in these troubled times  but, if you had intended 
to join our Club 1864 for the 2020 season and haven’t gotten around to it yet, it would be great if you 
could. 

This year our club needs our Past Players or Officials help like never before. Many have bought club 
memberships and to all those listed below, we greatly appreciate your support. 

 

1 Brian Auld 21 Ray Grzonek 41 Gerry McHarg 61 Barry Round 
2 Eric Beitzel 22 Tony Hannebery 42 Ray Moloney 62 Peter Ryan 
3 George Bindless 23 Brian Harvey 43 Trevor Monti 63 Graeme Shortt 
4 Graham Bird 24 Lee Herrick 44 John Murrie 64 Rick Slevison 
5 Don Carmichael 25 Wayne Hodges 45 John Nash 65 David Smith 
6 Grant Close 26 Frank Homewood 46 Terry O'Brien 66 Glen Smith 
7 Scott Clouston 27 Michael Howlett 47 Bernie O'Sullivan 67 Ray Smith 
8 Colin Colquhoun 28 Dean Humphries 48 Luke O'Toole 68 Stephen Soulsby 
9 Tim Currie 29 John James 49 Wade O'Toole 69 Wayne Spicer 

10 Trevor Dixon 30 Judi Jeremiah 50 James O'Toole 70 Mark Szalay 
11 Grant Dooley 31 Frank Jones 51 Alan Parker 71 Ray Titter 
12 Lou Dowling 32 Graeme Kennedy 52 Brian Patterson 72 David Utber 
13 Gerard Drew 33 Kim Kershaw 53 John Perry 73 Geoff Van Wyn'den 
14 John Fanning 34 Peter Lausch 54 Bill Pride 74 Martin Vonier 
15 Saade Ghazi 35 Mal Macpherson 55 Lou Raunik 75 Kim Walsh 
16 Manu Gilani 36 Damian Martin 56 Jason Reddick 76 Terry Wheeler 
17 Ray Green 37 Stephen Masters 57 Bill Redmond 77 John Williams 
18 John Grieve 38 George Mazouris 58 Clint Rippon 78 Bob Willis 
19 Sean Grima 39 James McCutcheon 59 Bill Ritchie 79 Bruce Wookey 
20 James Grzonek 40 Tom McGowan 60 Terry Rolfe 80 Emma Woolley 

 

 

 

  

Club Contact Numbers: 

Terry Wheeler 0400 279 442 

Chops Rickman 0419 537 393 

Ed Carr   0447 218 486 

Kim Kershaw 0400 673 516 

Ray Moloney 0412 427 895 

Club1864@williamstownfc.com.au 
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FROM OUR ARCHIVES:  The decade of the 1990’s. 
 

Season 1991 - 1992 

In 1991, for the first time since 1958, the VFA played with 18-man teams, reinstating the two 
wingmen. The membership of the VFA continued to diminish, with struggling Camberwell 
withdrawing shortly before the start of the season and Brunswick quitting after the first three 
rounds.  

Williamstown, for the first time in seven years, did not reach the finals. The season finished with 
eight wins, nine loses and a draw. Saade Ghazi was leading goalkicker with 31, the lowest total by 
a Williamstown player for 26 years. Veteran Bill Swan added further note to his career by winning 
the club best and fairest award, an honour he had shared with Barry Round two years earlier. 

Williamstown’s slump was short-lived because the Seagulls in 1992 played in their sixth Grand Final 
in only eight years. Opening the season with veteran Brett McTaggart appointed Captain and a 
44-point win against Sandringham, ‘Town played consistently throughout to win 13 of the 18 home 
and away games to claim second place on the ladder. Sandringham lead the field with 15 wins. 

A rule change to eliminate finals replays was introduced in 1992 and when Willy and Prahran were 
locked on 16:10 at the final siren two halves of 5 minutes each were played to break the 
deadlock. ‘Town lost and had to make another premiership attempt via the first semi-final. 

Wet weather, heavy conditions and a fracas before the first bounce (three players from each side 
were reported) possibly set Williamstown up for the 9:12 to 3:16 victory and another crack at 
Prahran in the preliminary final which was won 7:16 to 5:7. 

The early stages of the Grand Final, against Sandringham at Carlton, indicated an even game, 
but by half-time the Zebras held a 7 goal lead and went on to win 19:16 to 13:8. Andrew Howlett, 
Jason Williams, David Ackerly, Troy Mitchell, Brett Gould and Marcus O’Connor were best for the 
Seagulls. 

Troy Mitchell won his second club best and fairest award, Ian Rickman headed the VFA 
goalkicking list with 82 and Tony Pastore captained the VFA side to a win over the Victorian 
Country Football League on the MCG. 

Tony Hannebery became the fourth Williamstown official to gain the VFA presidency when he 
succeeded fellow ‘Towner, John Grieve.  

Hanna played Amateur football with St Bernard’s Old Collegians and represented the VAFA at the 
1970 Australian championships. Two years later he crossed to Williamstown where he played 43 
games, chiefly as a half-back flanker, and in one season was runner-up for the club’s best and 
fairest. Hanna had been Williamstown football club President for 10 years (1983 – 1992) overseeing 
six Grand Final appearances and two premierships in ’86 and ’90. 

 

(“Seagulls Over Williamstown” – Marc Fiddian 2003) 
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Former Port Melbourne Football Club 200 game player and VFA 
legend, Bill Swan joined Williamstown in 1989 playing till 1993 for a 
grand total of 86 games and 27 goals.  

Famously one of those 27 goals won the 1990 premiership for 
Williamstown when we defeated Springvale in the VFA 1st. Division 
Grand Final played at Carlton.   

With his number 13 jumper always near the football, Bill enjoyed 
great success at Williamstown with a tied 1989 club Best and Fairest 
with Barry Round and winning the award outright in 1991.  In a rare 
family achievement, Bill’s son Dane was also a premiership player 
at Williamstown in 2003 with the Collingwood alignment at the 
time. 

“My first contact with the Williamstown Football Club was with Barry 
Round. I rang him up, no mobile phones in those days and said 
that I was interested in coming over to join Williamstown. I then 
spoke to the CEO Grant Smith. I didn’t know Roundy personally but 
I had heard of him and I knew he was a leader and a ripper bloke.  

“It was also the first time that I had been addressed by a senior coach in a pair of jocks.  

“My first impressions of Williamstown after being at Port Melbourne for 15 years were all positive. My first 
training session was a Friday morning taken by Ray Powely. I wasn’t sure how I was going to be 
accepted but Ian ‘Chops’ Rickman accepted me like I had already been there 10 years.  

“I got my first clearance application knocked back by Port Melbourne, so I went to appeals. The 
President of Williamstown, Tony Hannebery was just great throughout that appeals process and 
proved to be a really good bloke. I still regularly talk to him. He is a good man to know. Willy had to 
pay Port 5 Grand for my clearance. I wasn’t really happy about that. The administration at 
Williamstown was really strong. 

“In 1989 there were a lot of new players at the club and by 1990 I was reasonably confident we would 
have a good year. I did my hammy 3 times during the season and wasn’t at my best. The finals bye 
really helped me get over my injury.  

“At three quarter time in the Grand Final, Roundy got us reeved up. We really only dominated the first 
and fourth quarters. Some of those goals by ‘Chops’ Rickman were just unbelievable. We just never 
gave in against Springvale that day. 

“After 1991 I was actually thinking of giving football away. Ron Simmons encouraged me not to retire 
and I trained with “Simmo”. He got me as fit as I have ever been. Unfortunately it was a wasted season 
for the club and we didn’t perform to expectations. In 1992 we made the Grand Final against 
Sandringham. I didn’t play because I did my groin in the preliminary final in the mud at Port 
Melbourne. Sandy was easily the best team all year. 

Bill was happy to reflect on some of his Willy teammates. 

SIMON LLOYD - “full on, very hard straight at the ball, 100% effort all the time, has done well at football, 
he is now the boss at Geelong” 
ANDREW ‘Ghost’ HOWLETT - ”came to the club the same year as me, Centre Half Back, tall and skinny 
and a very good player, very rarely beaten” 
GREG ‘Nuts’ MINETT - ”heaps of ability, very quick, a lot of skill, always had a very good time on and off 
the ground, a ripper funny bloke” 
MARCUS O’CONNOR - ”Very good player, ripper bloke and a gentleman” 

Dual B&F winner – Bill Swan 

FEATURE – BILL SWAN 
(We thank Geoff Van Wyngaarden for this contribution.)  
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“To reflect at my time at Williamstown. I enjoyed my time at this great club. It was very hard to make 
the move, but Williamstown Football Club embraced my family, my wife, my son Dane and young 
daughter.  

“I am still very friendly with a lot of people at the club. We had some interesting footy trips but what 
happens on the footy trip will always stay on the footy trip. Port Melbourne was always trying to do 
things to me on the footy ground but I appreciated that Grant Smith and Jack Aziz always watched 
my back in case Port tried something. 

“I was very proud to see my son Dane playing in Williamstown colours. It was great to watch, he first 
played in the reserves for Williamstown then finished up playing in the 2003 premiership so the club 
gave his career a start. He enjoyed himself on and off the ground just like Greg Minnett used to.  

We had some great functions in the famous ‘Bat Cave’ after home games. The trainers were great 
and in particular Kelly Brent, he was a good man for my family and he always looked after me and 
always gave Dane lollies. 

Williamstown Football Club is very honored to have had Bill Swan, as one of its players and that 1990 
premiership is just an added bonus. 

 

The support of our Past Players and Officials is a vital and integral part of who we are.  

We would greatly appreciate your support by taking advantage of one of these easy payment 
methods and becoming a paid up member of CLUB 1864 for just $50.00 or for those who don’t get to 
a home game, CLUB 1864 Towner for $20.00. 

 

1. On-Line: 
At williamstownfc.com.au 

2. Direct Credit Option: 
NAB Bank 
Acc Name: Williamstown Football Club 
BSB No:  083 144 
Acc No: 358124235 
Please use reference: 
First Name and Surname – Club 1864 
 

3. Remittance advice:  
Please detach and return with your cheque payment or your credit card authority to: 
 
Williamstown Football Club 
PO Box 307 
Williamstown Vic 3016 

 
 
 

Card No: 
 
CVV No:  
 
Cardholder Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Expiry Date: ________ / __________                        Signature: _____________________________________ 

Email address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Please charge: $ to my:  Mastercard  Visa Card 

                    

   


