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PAST PLAYERS AND OFFICIALS 

The Williamstown Football Club prides itself on its long and rich 
history; that we are the third oldest club to have formed, and those 
who come to play or to assist, find themselves as lifetime Seagulls.  

The support of our Past Players and Officials is a vital and integral 
part of who we are.  

We would greatly appreciate your support by taking advantage of one of these easy payment 
methods and becoming a paid up member of CLUB 1864 for just $50.00 or CLUB 1864 Towner for 
$20.00. 

1. On-Line: 
At williamstownfc.com.au 

2. Direct Credit Option: 
NAB Bank 
Acc Name: Williamstown Football Club 
BSB No:  083 144 
Acc No: 358124235 
Please use reference: 
First Name and Surname – Club 1864 
 

3. Remittance advice:  
Please detach and return with your cheque payment or your credit card authority to: 
 
Williamstown Football Club 
PO Box 307 
Williamstown Vic 3016 

 
 

 
Card No: 
 
CVV No:  
 
Cardholder Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expiry Date: ________ / __________                        Signature: _____________________________________ 

 

 

Please charge $50:  Please charge $25:  Mastercard  Visa Card  

                    

   

Club Contact Numbers: 

Terry Wheeler 0400 279 442 

Chops Rickman 0419 537 393 

Ed Carr   0447 218 486 

Kim Kershaw 0400 673 516 

Ray Moloney 0412 427 895 

Club1864@williamstownfc.com.au 
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SEASON 2020	
	
“After saying goodbye to some fantastic players and coaches at the end of 2019, we now have the 
excitement of another football season just around the corner.  

We are welcoming new players to our club, and their energy and drive is clearly on display, 
appreciating a new decade is upon us with new Williamstown stories to create. 

Jack Leslie from Gold Coast, Sam Murray from Collingwood, James Tsitas from Geelong, Luke 
Meadows from Box Hill, Corey Rich from Frankston and Paul Hunter from Adelaide are our experienced 
recruits. We have also some of the best young talent from around the country that have chosen to 
make Williamstown footy club their new home. 25 of the 41 players that played senior football last year 
have returned and this new list is up for the fascinating and enjoyable challenge ahead.  

We also welcome new coaches and staff to our club. Headlining our new staff is none other than our 
own Team of the Century player and great person Saadi Ghazi who will be my senior assistant coach. 

I look forward to all of us supporting this group of young men. I am sure they will wear the jumper with 
a passion and commitment that you, as a valued past player or official, will be proud of.  

See you at the footy” 

Senior Coach 
Andrew Collins  

 

 

 

1. Season-opening “Barefoot Bowls and Barbeque” 
• Newport Bowling Club  
• Friday 27th March, 2020 
• 5.00pm for a 6.00pm “roll-off” 
• $30 includes bowls and barbeque (not beer!) 

There are 20 captains out there recruiting, so get on to them! 

1. Chops Rickman 2. Phil McTaggart 3. Kimbo Kershaw 4. Paul John  
5. Grant Smith  6. Saade Ghazi  7. Clint Rippon  8. Bulldog Ind   
9. Tony Pastore  10. Larry Simmons 11. Ed Carr  12. Troy West 
13. Shoe Hodges 14. Marcus O’Connor 15. Ghost Howlett 16. Georgie Mazouris  
17. Graeme Kennedy 18. Maurie Thurston  19. Ray Moloney  20. Terry Wheeler 
 
  

2. 1990 Premiership Reunion 
• Round 1 v Port Melbourne 
• Saturday night 4th April 

3. Club 1864 Lunch No: 1 
• Steampacket Hotel 
• Friday 24th April, 2020 

 

4. Club 1864 Lunch No: 2 
• TBC 
• Friday 26th June, 2020 

5. Team of Decade 1990’s 
• Seaview Events Centre 
• Saturday 11th July 

6. 2015 Premiership Gathering 
• Seniors and Reserves 
• Sunday 26th July 
 

7. Past Players and Life Members Day 
• Round 21v Frankston 
• Saturday 22nd August, 2020 
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Williamstown local and great supporter of the Club, George Bindless, 
was born in 1925 and has seen, and been part of, the history of the 
great Williamstown Football Club.  

Geoff van Wyngaarden sat down with George and recorded some of 
his great club memories. 

 

‘In 1938 we never won a game. Gordon ‘Butch’ Ogden came (from 
Melbourne FC) in 1939 and brought Eric ‘Tarzan’ Glass with him. 
‘Butch’ had the (now demolished) Oriental Hotel. We made the 1939 
VFA Grand final and played Brunswick in front of 46,000 people at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground and won the premiership. Bill Dooley put a 
lot of money into the Club and he got Collingwood champion Ron 
Todd to come to play for Williamstown’.  

‘Players were paid 3 pounds each to play for Williamstown in the 
seniors which was the equivalent of a week’s pay at work. If you 
made the Club playing list you were paid 10 bob (shillings). 
Williamstown Football Club ran a highest to lowest competition based 
on VFL results. This competition raised a lot of money for the Club.’ 

‘The great Ron Todd played his first game for Williamstown at Yarraville in round 1, 1940, with Harry 
‘Soapy’ Vallance at centre half-forward. There was so many people there that you couldn’t get near 
the ground. Todd brought attendances up in every game that he played but was just a normal bloke 
who blended in with everyone. Ron finished with 999 goals (in both VFL and VFA football) and he 
passed the ball to Johnny Walker in the dying minutes of the 1949 Grand Final to win the Club the 
premiership over Oakleigh at St Kilda instead of trying to boot his 1,000th goal in his last game.’ 

‘Des Fothergill also came from Collingwood in 1941 and was a great player, winning the equivalent of 
the Liston Trophy and kicking 77 goals. Unfortunately, he only played the one-year because the VFA 
went into recess due to World War II. We were so strong at this time that we would have beaten some 
League teams.’ 

‘In 1950 I joined the committee for 4 years. I was on the committee as ticket secretary and minute 
secretary. Stan Whear was secretary of the Club and you couldn’t get a ciggy out of his mouth. We 
always had about 20 people on the senior committee. The committee meetings were held every 
Wednesday night. They would usually finish about 10.30pm, and then we’d have a quiet drink for 
about ¾ of an hour. These meetings were well attended but if you missed two meetings without an 
excuse you were out. After my time on the committee I just hung around the Club forever.’  

‘The 1sts, 2nds and 3rds all operated as separate clubs with their own finances. At some stages the 
2nds, or Reserves, had more money than the 1sts. The 2nds ran a very successful Sunday morning 
barrel at the clubrooms. When the new Captain-Coach, Max Papley, arrived in 1968 that all changed. 
He was told the 2nds ran themselves but he changed all that.’ 

‘We played the first ever game, VFL or VFA, under lights. This was at the South Melbourne ground 
against Moorabbin on Wednesday, April 17, 1957 and Doug Kellett won a gold watch when he won 
the VFA Thirds Best and Fairest Award in that 1957 season.’ 

‘On Saturday nights after every home match, we had a 3-piece band in the corner of the clubrooms. 
We’d all go back and I would M.C. the night. I always helped out with the dances. When the dances 
started and people were out of step, I stopped the band and I said to everyone ‘start again’.’  

FEATURE – George Bindless 
(We thank Geoff Van Wyngaarden for this contribution.)  

	

Lifelong Willy supporter, George 
Bindless who turns 95 years 

“young” this year 
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‘Head trainer Bobby Major’s room at the Club was very open with no proper walls. We decided to 
have a Friday night function to raise enough money make it into a proper room. We did not have a 
band, just records playing, but we raised 19 pounds, which was a massive amount of money. We 
bought some Masonite and put up a partition so Bob would have a proper room. Bob Major was even 
on the committee for a year, in 1958 as treasurer.’ 

‘The club raised some very decent money from the weekly highest to lowest competition based on 
VFL results. Old Bill Dooley, who was a leading bookmaker and financial supporter of the Club, never 
came to the games but one Saturday when the races got cancelled because of the rain he finally 
showed up. When Wally Carter arrived at the Club from North Melbourne, we went on to have great 
premiership sides in 1954-55-56.’ 

‘We originally travelled to away games in a furniture van. Up to 20 or 30 people would sit inside. We 
also went on picnics and were charged a couple of bob each. Jack ‘Sparrow’ Couch, who didn’t 
drink alcohol, drove the van and Pat Raffle (wife of Bill “Darkie”) used to collect the money. We 
probably went to the away games in that van for about 6 years until we all started to get motorcars.’ 

‘Another popular function was ‘The Footballers Ball’ held in the Williamstown Town Hall. Some people 
couldn’t get in but there was never an argument.  It was a ‘Full House’ every year. The people who 
couldn’t get in were allowed upstairs to watch from there.’  

‘One year, about 1960, we had a longest kick competition and the winner won a pair of slacks from 
Max Robertson’s shop. Bill Raffle handballed the footballs to the competing players then the distance 
kicked was measured.’ 

‘Some of the best players I have seen include Des Fothergill, who wasn’t tall, a Collingwood ‘six-footer’ 
but very solid. We only had him for one year because of World War II. Max Munday was also small but 
was a great full back. Ron Todd and Billy Gunn were other great players. The 1950’s decade was great 
for the Club with 5 premierships.’  

‘My best recruit to the Club was Bobby Turner. He played at Footscray and I worked with him at ACI. I 
introduced him to Gerry Callahan and he was the best left-footer that I have ever seen. He finished up 
playing over 50 games and won a best & fairest.’ 

We wish George, and his lovely wife Vera, all the VERY best and look forward to next chatting either at 
the football ground or in the streets of Williamstown. 

 


